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Proposals by the Chair for Articles 16 and 17 of 

Chapter III of the Draft Social Charter of the Americas

Article 16

The design, execution, and evaluation of social policies require the active participation of our peoples through the participation of our citizens, communities and civil society.
 To achieve that, information channels, social dialogue, and consultation mechanisms all have to be strengthened. 

Decentralization and delegation of central government authority help local governments respond to community needs more effectively, efficiently, and democratically.


Article 17

Governments have a responsibility derived from the peoples they serve to ensure that every person benefits of comprehensive social protection. The state shall adopt public policies to ensure that such protection , in terms of cost-effective, efficient and results-oriented programs and policies, are in place to alleviate and break the cycle of poverty and to assist vulnerable groups that might be excluded from the economic and social mainstream, with the aim of moving people out of dependency and into self-sufficiency, and ensuring that the most needy [neediest] persons have access to food, housing and other basic necessities,  based on the principles of universal access, solidarity, and equity.
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� 	From paragraph 64 of the Draft Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain. 





